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Meet Paul Hamel

By Andrew |. Garcia

It’s a new year that is filled with a bunch of interesting
number coincidences - 1/1/11, 1/11/11, 11/1/11 and
11/11/11. But this year also marks the first year of a new
decade for our firm. That’s right, Phillips | Garcia Law

has been in business since 2000.

At the outset of this new decade, we’re very pleased to celebrate
our association with an icon in the SouthCoast legal community
— Paul G. Hamel. For those who don’t know him, Paul’s been
practicing in the New Bedford area since 1966. He was one of the
founders of the well-regarded law firm, Hamel, Waxler, Allen &
Collins. At HWAC, Paul developed a reputation as one of the
| premier personal injury legal experts in the SouthCoast, while at
the same time managing up to 35 employees in four different
1 offices in Massachusetts and Rhode Island.

In 2000 Paul ventured into a new career as a real estate professional and formed
Pinnacle Real Estate. Fortunately for us, he decided to return to the practice of law and
join Carlin and me at Phillips | Garcia Law

In the short time we’ve been working together, Paul has become a vital member of the
P&G team. His expertise in personal injury law combined with his experience in the
SouthCoast business community is an invaluable resource to our clients. Paul also
practices in the area of business formation and business litigation.

In the coming year, you’ll hear more from Paul. A welcome contributor to our
newsletters, websites and blogs, Paul will be focusing on two specialty areas of the law
— distracted driving and bicycle injury law.

Using a cell phone while driving, whether it’s hand-held or
hands-free, delays a driver's reactions as much as having a
blood alcohol concentration at the legal limit of .08 percent.
(Source: University of Utah)

For more articles, reports, studies, news and commentary on these and other legal matters, visit our websites:

www.PhillipsGarcia.com www.SloppyBankPractices.com www.SouthCoastAccidentAttorney.com www.PlaceKidsFirst.com




Massachusetts’ New Law on Distracted
Driving — The First 90 Days

By Paul G. Hamel

According to a January news report by the Boston Globe, Massachusetts
issued only 245 citations for texting while driving during the first 3
months since the distracted-driving law was enacted. Some politicians
call this figure appallingly low: “I think it’s abysmal, but it’s exactly
what we expected,” Senator Mark Montigny of New Bedford told
the Boston Globe. These low numbers “show one simple thing,” he told the Globe. “It’s very difficult for police to
enforce this law as written.” On the flip side, Mary Maguire, Director of Public and Legislative Affairs for AAA,
pointed out the immeasurable value in “the incredible public awareness that’s been generated.”

Massachusetts law prohibits using a mobile phone or handheld device to write, send or read text
messages, emails and instant messages or to access the internet while operating the vehicle. The
law applies even when stopped in traffic. It carries a $100 fine for first-time violations, but if an
accident is caused your license may be suspended for 60 days.

The law went into effect on September 30, 2010, after an intense legislative debate and
much public discourse. Ultimately, the law’s intent was to address the growing consensus
that texting while driving poses an unacceptable safety risk. According to a study by the
Transportation Institute of Virginia Polytech, drivers who are texting are 23 times
more likely to be involved in an accident than drivers who are not.

The dangers of texting and driving are even being brought into schools now. One
student-driver program in Alabama has their students attempt an obstacle course while
texting and driving, only to discover the harsh reality that they’ve hit or run over most
of the obstacles.

One of the greatest compliments that we receive is
the referral of new business from our clients and
friends. We’d like to thank the following people:

We are accepting the following types of cases:
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Important Reminder for Business Owners

— Annual Reports Are Due
By Andrew . Garcia

Do you have a Massachusetts corporation? Important reminder:
annual reports for corporations are coming due.

Under the Code of Massachusetts Regulations (the “CMRs”), every
corporation that is authorized to transact business in Massachusetts
must file an annual report with the Secretary of State, Corporations Division, within 2 1/2 months after the close
of the corporation’s fiscal year. Since most corporations have a December 31st fiscal year-end, then the filing
deadline is typically March 15. An Annual Report can be filed with the Secretary of State by mail with a $125
filing fee or can be done online for a $100 fee. A late filing now carries a higher fee of $150.

LLCs and LLPs are also required to file an annual report. The annual report filing deadline for an LLC or
an LLP is the anniversary of the original Certificate of Organization. For example, if your original Cer-
tificate of Organization was filed on September 1st, then your annual report is due on or before September 1,
2011, (and on or before every September 1st thereafter). The filing fee for LLC and LLP annual reports is $500.

Bank Five kicked off 201 | by naming Phillips | Garcia Law their “Business of the
Month” for January. Lisa Cleary, VP and Dartmouth Branch Manager (left with An-
drew), said that this program was created to recognize and thank our premium busi-
ness clients. “Phillips & Garcia has been a loyal customer since this branch opened 12
years ago. We appreciate their business and are proud of their recent success.”

Our month-long bank display featured a drawing
for either a $75 gift certificate to one of several local small businesses or a $150
donation to the winner’s favorite charity. In the next issue, we’ll reveal the winner.

Pat Riding provides business consulting and tax preparation services to small businesses. A
client of Phillips | Garcia Law, we helped Pat incorporate her business... then we turned around
and hired Pat to help us manage ours. Because of Pat, we can focus on being good lawyers.

Although Pat is getting into her busiest time of the year for tax preparation, she is quick to point out that tax preparation
is just one piece of her business. “My job is really about small business consulting. I handle bookkeeping, payroll prepa-
ration, sales tax, meals tax, accounts receivables (invoicing) and provide all around financial guidance to small business.
I like to say that my main job is to help keep my clients on the straight and narrow.” \

Yes. Effective this
year, the IRS is requiring that all tax preparers register with the IRS. So, when you are
looking for a tax preparer, remember to ask them for PTIN number. I’ve been regis
tered with the IRS for years, and I always point that out to new clients.

I always welcome new
business and offer new clients a discount rate off my already competitive tax prepara-
tion fee.

Patrici;i{iding, President
Riding Tax & Accounting, Inc.
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Firm Update

Regarding recent unlawful foreclosure cases, attorneys Carlin Phillips and Andrew Garcia have appeared live on MSNBC “Today,” MSNBC
“Countdown with Keith Olbermann,” FOX “Fox & Friends,” and FOX “Happening Now.” Video available at www.phillipsgarcia.com.
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In a Sign of Foreclosure Flaws, Suits Claim Break-Ins by
Banks
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This publication is intended to educate the general public about personal injury, wrongful foreclosure, family legal planning, small business law and other

issues. For informational purposes only, it is not intended to be legal advice. Prior to acting on any information contained here, you should seek competent
legal counsel. This information may be freely copied and distributed as long as the newsletter is copied in its entirety.




