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Behind the Scenes

By Carlin J. Phillips

We recently had a lot of fun being featured on FOX and MSNBC. Egos inflated at first, it wasn’t
long before we were humbled. Here’s our list of do’s and don’ts:

#1 DON’T brag to your family and friends when FOX invites you on their show and says
“We’ll send a car” to take you to Boston. You won’t feel so special when they cancel the ride at
the last minute and you’ve got to gas-up, hustle to Boston during rush-hour, pay $40 to park, and
break a sweat running to the studio in a suit, in the freezing cold.

¥ #2 DO follow the camera guy’s instructions. I did not. I
was given a right-sided ear piece from which to receive
questions, and as I couldn’t see the interviewer, I was
instructed to lock my eyes on the camera. Key word:
Lock. Naturally, of course, I shifted my eyes during the
entire interview, back and forth, from the camera to the
right-sided sound of the incoming questions. The
result? Not so natural. I looked more like a panicked
bunny rabbit. Hey, no one’s ever called me slick.

#3 DON’T expect special treatment at home. Just two days before Christmas, the first interview
was shot in the evening and was reportedly real cute. Our kids, 6 and 9, waved at the T.V. and
tried to talk to me. Like I said, cute. But by the next day, the fun was over. I was to appear
sometime during FOX’s two-hour morning show. First of all, a 2-hour news show to a kid is 2
hours of torture. Second, they had a date with Santa at the Dartmouth Mall, and I was causing a
delay! When I finally did appear, 1 hour and 45 minutes into the show, for a whole 30 seconds,
even I, cable TV news star, dear old dad, couldn’t tear them away from Legos and Webkinz.

#4 DO plan to provide a little geography lesson. Interviews are shot at satellite studios placed in
major cities throughout the country. The studios are essentially a closet decorated like an office
or a library. MSNBC was trying to locate the nearest satellite studio. It took a while, but I finally
convinced the New York city director that Providence is not Provincetown and that Providence
is indeed a major city; that Providence is, in fact, the state capital.

#5 DON’T screw up, because you’ll be excellent Facebook fodder. In one interview, I gave a
sound-byte that began “What really sticks in my craw is...” Yes, I know, how old am I? In what
they call “good clean fun,” my wife and her friend blasted the interview all over Facebook with
the headline “What sticks in your craw?” generating lots of LOLs (e-slang for Laugh Out Loud).

#6 DO leverage marketing opportunities. The “Today Show” interview was shot at our office,
and our intern, a Roger Williams media major, interviewed and videotaped the videographer.
Our friend Attorney Ben Glass of Great Legal Marketing thought the DVD was so cool, he
produced a label for it and sent it out to lawyers all over the U.S. Thanks Ben! If you’re a little
curious, request this cool little DVD or just go to our website and fill out a contact form that says
“Please send me the cool “Today Show” DVD.” We’ll send it to you right away.
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&J4| Five Estate Plan Dos & Don’ts

By Andrew J. Garcia

Do you think
a lot about

Have an estate plan? Well if you don’t, you’re among good company. About
50%-60% of Americans don’t even have a will! To get you started thinking,
here are my 5 Estate Planning Dos and Don’ts:

Does estate

planning |#l Don’t name your minor kids as beneficiaries of your insurance

policy. If you die before your child is 18, a court must appoint someone to
manage the money for them. I personally don’t advise my clients naming any
adult under the age of 25 as a beneficiary. Do you really want your legal 20-
year-old to have instant access to all that’s left?

m

#2 Do have back-up Health Care Agents named. You may feel you only
trust one person to make clutch decisions in a medical emergency, but if that
person is unavailable (i.e., vacation or business), you need someone else who
can make those tough choices.

#3 Don’t add one of your adult kid’s name to your bank account. Many elders do this for convenience, but they
also assume that if they die, this child will “do the right thing” and split the money amongst their siblings. Putting your
child’s name on a bank account can make them an outright owner of the money, and as such, they are not legally
required to share it with any one but their spouse (think divorce). Thus, it is possible that they may choose not to split the
money with their siblings, and it is possible that they may be required to give half over to their spouse in a divorce.

#4 Do name guardians of your minor children. This one’s a “no brainer” yet so
important for this one reason: if you don’t name guardians for your minors, a Probate Judge
will, and he/she knows nothing about you, your family and your values.

#5 Don’t put off creating a plan. Let’s face it, between jobs, kids, family, homework,
soccer, and recitals, life is busy and the days slip by fast. Every day is a gift, yet every day
could be your last and bad things do happen to good people. I know it’s not what you want to
think about, but strokes, heart attacks, auto accidents, even criminal violence, happen.

No choice is a choice, so will you choose to leave your kids with a legacy or a legal mess?
Make this the year that you leave the other half of Americans behind and get an estate plan.

One of the greatest compliments that we receive is the
referral of new business from our clients and friends.

We'd like to thank the following people:

We Are Accepting the Following New Types of Cases:
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The New Homestead Law, 3/16/11

By Andrew J. Garcia

A Declaration of Homestead protects a person’s primary resi-
dence from attachment and levy by creditors.

The old homestead law required Massachusetts homeowners |f
to file a written declaration at the Registry of Deeds. How-
ever, effective March 16, 2011, Mass. homeowners are auto-
matically protected from creditors up to $125,000, no written
declaration required.

“This is only good for the person who doesn’t nothing,” says BT b e T AN SR
Andrew Garcia. You see, Mass. Homeowners are actually

entitled to $500,000 of protection, but to get that, you still have to file a traditional Declaration of Homestead. In short,
by doing nothing, Mass. homeowners get $125,000 of protection but are essentially waiving their right to $500,000. Phil-
lips Garcia Law says, ignore the new law, go the “old fashioned” route, and file a written declaration.

You’ll get up to $500,000 in protection, and the paperwork can be drafted and filed for less than $125.

One true positive about the new law is that it allows trustees to file a Homestead, transferring the $500,000 of protection
to beneficiaries. By the old law, trustees couldn’t make the declaration so most estate plans transferred the home to a
trust with clients retaining a life estate in the property. The new law makes estate planning much more clear and effi-
cient.

If you have a homestead filed under the old law, it is still effective. Feel free to contact us, however, if you have ques-
tions about it or if would like to file one.

Has your child just turned 18? Or is he or she about to? If so, remember that they are
now legal adults, and you no longer can make medical decisions for them. To learn how to

protect your young adult, get a free copy of the Graduate Protection Plan at www.PlaceKidsFirst.com.

Sharon Fernandes established the I've Got Rhythm Dance Center in September 1992 out of a passion for dance.
- She started dancing when she was 8, almost 40 years ago, and hasn’t stopped. Nearly 20 years later, Sharon
reflects, “There have been many highlights, but one that is consistent year after year is the excitement and pride the
students show when they perform on stage. There is nothing like seeing the glow of confidence in a child’s eyes
when they are performing, and knowing that you have helped them get it.”

Phillips| Garcia Law helped Sharon form her corporation. For Sharon,

“In the beginning, it was learning to manage my time. Now |
put myself on the schedule, just like the other employees. | don’t take work home or home to work. |
keep it separate as much as possible.”

Classes run September -June, just like school. In the summer, we offer |
a short 3-week program, registration for which starts in May. Registration for September classes be-

gins in August, and new students enjoy a discounted rate for the first 3 months. Sharon Fernandes, Director

I’'ve Got Rhythm Dance Center

For Sharon’s full interview, go to the Client Spotlight at our site
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Firm Update

Regarding recent unlawful foreclosure cases, attorneys Carlin Phillips and Andrew Garcia have appeared live on MSNBC “Today,” MSNBC
“Countdown with Keith Olbermann,” FOX “Fox & Friends,” and FOX “Happening Now.” Video available at www.phillipsgarcia.com.
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This publication is intended to educate the general public about personal injury, wrongful foreclosure, family legal planning, small business law and other
issues. For informational purposes only, it is not intended to be legal advice. Prior to acting on any information contained here, you should seek competent
legal counsel. This information may be freely copied and distributed as long as the newsletter is copied in its entirety.




